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SUBJECT: NOON PRESS BRIEFING, FEBRUARY 24 

1 . FOLLOWING IS EXCERPT FROM DEPARTMENT'S NOON BRIEFING 
FEBRUARY 24: 

QUOTE: Q: YOU PROBABLY DON'T HAVE AN ANSWER YET, BUT 
I'D LIKE TO GET YOU STARTED ON THE QUESTION, JOHN. MR. 
BREZHNEV IN HIS LENGTHY SPEECH THIS MORNING INCLUDED A 
FEW ITEMS, INCLUDING, (1) HE SAID THAT THE SOVIET UNION 
HAD PROPOSED NOT ONLY THE CURRENT VLADIVOSTOK, BUT THAT 
FUTURE WEAPONS SUCH AS THE B 1 AND THE TRIDENT BE BANNED 
ALONG WITH THE SOVIET EQUIVALENT. HE ALSO SAID THAT THE 
SOVIET UNION HAS NEVER HAD, OR NEVER PLANS TO HAVE, BASES 
IN THE INDIAN OCEAN, AND WISHES THE UNITED STATES WOULD 
ADOPT THE SAME POLICY. I WOULD LIKE COMMENTS ON EITHER 
OR BOTH. 

A: ON THE FIRST POINT, BERNIE, I DID SEE WHAT CHAIRMAN 
BREZHNEV HAD TO SAY ON THE B-l'S AND THE TRIDENT. I CAN 
SAY THAT IT IS TRUE THAT FROM TIME TO TIME THE SOVIETS 
DID MENTION THOSE TWO WEAPONS SYSTEMS-THE TRIDENT AND 
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EXPLORING IT WITH THEM, WE FOUND IT TO BE A ONE-SIDED 
PROPOSAL INASMUCH AS THEY WERE- 

Q: GO SLOWER, PLEASE. 

A: -BECAUSE THEY WERE NEVER WILLING TO DISCUSS WITH US 
WHAT WEAPONS SYSTEMS, OR WHAT EQUIVALENT WEAPONS SYSTEMS 
ON THEIR SIDE, THEY WERE THINKING OF BANNING OR LIMITING. 

I MIGHT NOTE THAT, IN ANY CASE, I BELIEVE THAT THE 
TRIDENT AND THE B 1 ARE COUNTED AND LIMITED UNDER THE 
VLADIVOSTOK CEILINGS. 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ON THE INDIAN BASE ANGLE? 

A: NOTHING SPECIFIC, BARRY. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT IN THE 
PAST THE SOVIETS— AND I AM THINKING OF FAIRLY DISTANT 
PAST, BACK WITHIN THE LAST SIX OR EIGHT YEARS, AT LEAST 
FROM TIME TO TIME-THEY PROPOSED, OR MADE PROPOSALS, 

ABOUT LEAVING THE INDIAN OCEAN FREE OF MILITARY BASES 
OF EITHER SIDE. BUT IT IS MY IMPRESSION TAT IN TRYING 
TO EXPLORE THAT WITH THEM, WE WERE NOT ABLE TO ELICIT 
THEIR FIRM IDEAS ON THE SUBJECT. 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON THE SPEECH, IN GENERAL, 

ON RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. OR ANY OTHER SPECIFIC- 

A: NO, I DO NOT, BERNIE. 

Q: DO YOU KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THE PROPOSAL OF A WORLD 
TREATY BANNING THE USE OF STRENGTH? 

A: BANNING THE USE OF STRENGTH? 

Q: YES. 

A: I DO NOT HAVE ANY PARTICULAR COMMENT. 

Q: ANY COMMENT ON HIS STATEMENT ON DETENTE, ON THE 
VIRTUES OF DETENTE, THAT IT WOULD REMAIN THE MAIN 
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PLANK OF SOVIET FOREIGN POLICY? 

A: NO. OTHER THAN WHAT I SAID IN ANSWER TO BERNIE'S 
QUESTION AND BARRY'S QUESTION, I DO NOT HAVE ANY 
COMMENT ON EACH OF THESE POINTS, NO. END QUOTE. KISSINGER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TEXT, PRESS RELEASES, MILITARY BASES, MISSILES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 25 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE044685 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: MGARRISON:MB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760070-0670 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 976021 4/aaaaalns. tel 

Line Count: 112 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: castelsl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14 JUL 2004 by schwenja>; APPROVED <31 AUG 2004 by castelsl> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NOON PRESS BRIEFING, FEBRUARY 24 
TAGS: PFOR, UR, US, XO 
To: MOSCOW 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



